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PEOPLE TO PEOPLE INTERNATIONAL

DELAWARE CHAPTER

ANNUAL REPORT 2009-2010

June 10, 2010

Using the breadth of the community that attended our programs and the range of countries and cultures featured as measures, the 2009-2010 year was very successful in reaching the vision of Peace through Understanding. Our Board of Directors and Committees worked extremely hard and well to maintain quality activities, increase our communication efforts and sustain our membership rolls despite challenging economic times that affect both financial and human resources.

During the year, the Chapter celebrated its 25th Founding Anniversary, which was highlighted by a Gala event focusing on a worthy cause, Power Up Gambia, which originated in our own local area.  Other programs drew upon the wealth of volunteerism and willingness to share cultural experiences with the rest of the community. 

PTPI recognized the Chapter’s efforts in Membership and Website with special awards.

The Chapter is indebted to its membership, its Board Members, Committee chairs and participants, its Partners in our local area and to the community at large for their support. The Chapter is also very appreciative of support given to it through the State of Delaware Grant-In-Aid program.

Below are summaries of each of our functional areas.

Program (Anna White- Chair)

The attached list of Chapter events shows the broad range of events that were conducted for the benefit of the community as a whole reaching virtually every age group from around five years of age to whatever. Our Signature Programs have developed over time and now provide a portfolio from which to select programs including a Multicultural Event, Circles of Understanding, On the Scene, People Helping People, Town Meeting/Foreign Policy and Families of the World.

More than ten countries, regions and cultures were featured in our programs, such as Africa, China, Eastern Europe, Egypt, The Gambia, Haiti, India, Kenya, Japan, Mexico, Middle East, Pakistan and South Africa. This list was extended even further when considering the various student artists represented in connection with the PTPI Murals Youth Project that was exhibited in several venues throughout our community.

Public Relations (Sharon Williams- Chair)

Throughout the year, press releases were developed and distributed to local media, other organizations and groups that are felt to be interested in global understanding issues. Several radio interviews were conducted with Chapter resources or with guest presenters. Occasional photos and copy have found their way into local magazines. Information was also sent to PTPI for listing on its website and publishing in its newsletter. While some events have made it to the media finish line, this is a challenging area that needs more attention in order for events to get regularly promoted to the public beyond the extensive e-Blast list that now has more than 425 addresses.

Student Ambassador (Carl Hutter- Chair)

The Chapter was identified by PTPI as the most active one in the United States in supporting the Student Ambassador program by publicizing the program and interviewing of candidates, which resulted in 99 students participating in 2009, and 105 students registered to travel in 2010. A Chapter-sponsored Welcome Home picnic capped off last summer’s travels 

The Chapter continued to support one student each summer for the Student Ambassador travel via a scholarship amounting to $3600, combined from the Chapter and PTPI. In 2009, Mr. Tyler Justice, a 12th grade student from Sussex Technical High School, received this award. The 2010 scholarship has been awarded to Miss Kayla Albertella, a 10th grade student at Cape Henlopen High School. She will travel to Europe.

While the destinations vary each year, locations can include - France, Ireland, Wales, Netherlands, Belgium, South Africa, Australia and China. PTPI conducts the program.
Membership (Bahareh van Boekhold- Chair)

While the Chapter has been successful in attracting some new members and a majority of PTPDE friends renewed their membership for the year 2010, overall membership has declined slightly over the last few years. At this moment, our calendar year membership stands at 68 including 12 Pacesetters who contribute over and above the standard dues structure. Mailings, electronic reminders and announcements and visits to various high school events are parts of our membership campaign that begins in October each year. We also participate in Student Ambassador events to try to encourage student members and younger families to join.

Website  (Joost Van Boekhold- Chair)

The www.ptpde.org website continues to develop as a cornerstone of our communications effort to increase awareness of our activities and reduce printing and mailing costs when coupled with our e-blasts, flyers and other promotional methods. Maintaining an update and user-friendly site continues to be a challenge with dependence on volunteer support to spot contract help being used for this effort. Beyond current announcements of Chapter events, the site provides archival files for the membership at large; say through the Program page, which offers a review in photos of previous events, membership applications and information and other local international events. The use of ptpde@ptpde.org provides users with direct e-mail access to the Chapter for more information and event registration.

University Hosting  (Betty Vicente- Chair)
Several no-host dinner receptions were held for visiting international students during their stay at the University of Delaware’s English Language Institute to improve their English skills and prepare them, in some cases, for further studies in the United States. These dinners gave attendees the chance to interact with students from many different countries and gave the students the opportunity to interact with our community on a person-to-person basis.

Special projects- Books for Overseas Youth (Jean Raleigh- Chair)
Used books for this special project were gathered at the American Association of University Women Used Book Sale, collected by student Michael Golt during his Eagle Scout project, and given by several PTPDE members.


Books were shipped to overseas schools or were selected by international students from the English Language Institute at the University of Delaware while attending Chapter-sponsored University Hosting receptions.  Countries that received books included Morocco, Bosnia, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, Venezuela and the Dominican Republic. Specially designated funds donated by several PTPDE members covered the costs of box handling and shipping.

Finance (Aref Aref- Treasurer)

A Treasurer’s report will be given separately. An internal annual audit was conducted as prescribed by our By-Laws and found that our books and procedures are in good order.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward L. Tucker

President, 2009-2010

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER EVENTS AND PROGRAMS 2009-2010

June 30, 2009

The 2009 Annual Meeting & Program was held at the Hilton Christiana in Newark.  The evening began with a dinner attended by Board members, Pacesetters, members and guests. Following dinner, a brief Chapter business meeting was held to elect the nominating slate for new and returning Board of Directors, including Officers for the coming year.  Ed Tucker of Hockessin was elected President and Aref Aref was re-elected Treasurer. Co-presidents Jean Raleigh and Georgi Marquisee gave a graphic Power Point presentation with the year’s many highlights and accomplishments. 

 

The Annual Program featured Ms. Rana Abtar, Congressional Correspondent with Alhurra Television.  Ms. Abtar’s reporting has been a cornerstone of Alhurra’s coverage of Washington and explaining U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East. As Alhurra’s Congressional Correspondent, Ms. Abtar covers all Congressional activities and events and provides daily live updates for newscast on three networks: Alhurra, Alhurra-Iraq, and Alhurra-Europe.  About 80 people attended this very lively presentation and the active Q and A that followed.
Also included in this year’s Annual Program was the presentation of the 2009 “People Helping People Award” to Mr. Allan Loudell, a News Anchor / Interviewer host on 1150 AM WDEL.  Mr. Loudell was recognized for his efforts to bring international news and insights to the Delaware community through his nationally acclaimed reporting and volunteer services as a panel moderator. 

  

July 18, 2009 
Circles of Understanding: Mexico held at the Hockessin Library with a presentation provided by Mexican Author and President of AbroadLink, Martha Viadana-Davis.  The attendees were informed of many issues affecting the relationship between Mexico and the United States as well as Mexico’s history, economic system, education, climate and taxation.  The session began with an activity that demonstrated the different levels of networking which Mexico and the United States currently have.  During the session the participants read passages from Ms. Viadana’s book titled the “History and Culture of Mexico” published in 1990.  There were many interesting questions raised during this session and the participants felt they had gained a good understanding of the country of Mexico.

	


October 17, 2009

PTP DE Chapter - 25th Anniversary Gala – “Focus on Gambia”

The Delaware Chapter celebrated its 25th Anniversary with a dinner and program/fundraiser “Focus on Gambia” for the benefit of Power Up Gambia at the Wilmington Country Club.  The Program began with a Welcome and Reading of the Proclamation from Delaware Governor Jack Markell; Introductions by Edward L. Tucker, DE Chapter President, and Greetings from People to People International by Carl R. Hutter, Member, PTPI Board of Trustees and Board member of DE Chapter.  President Ed Tucker congratulated the Chapter’s Charter members for their vision in moving forward with People to People International in our area and recognized the organization Power Up Gambia (PUG) for its service to a community in the Gambia.  

After dinner, Ms. Kathryn Cunningham Hall, Founder, Power Up Gambia was presented with Delaware Chapter’s International Community Award for founding PUG and following through beyond expectations with the completion of a solar electrification object for the Junkung Sulayman General Hospital in The Gambia. Ms. Hall also dipped into the future with plans for an additional project. Dr. Saleem A. Khan, a member of the PTPDE Advisory Board, wrote and read the Poem ”Let There Be Light in Gambia.  Ms. Hall then showed a video presentation “Lights On: Solar Power in Gambia Health Center” followed by Comments of Appreciation by Kebba S. Badgie, CEO of the Sulayman Junkung General Hospital. Mr. Badgie attested to the outstanding work and thanked the PUG and our community for its assistance in helping the hospital provide vital services to his community. Her Excellency Mrs. Susan Waffa-Ogoo, Ambassador from The Gambia to the United Nations, gave “Greetings from The Gambia and provided a wonderful opportunity to learn more about her people and country.  Mrs. Ogoo was presented with a flag of the State of Delaware.    About 125 attendees including students enjoyed a reception and dinner and a very inspiring evening. Proceeds from the dinner were given to PUG to help with future projects.

Additionally, around the room were artifacts from The Gambia, a replica of the hospital that had been constructed by students for the Sanford School and a book-signing table for Homa Tavangar’s “Growing Up Global” with proceeds going to PUG. During the evening a collage of recent Chapter event photos was displayed by digital projection showing the myriad of activities in which the chapter is engaged.

The event was the culmination of many months of hard work by the Chapter in planning and carrying out the event through the many stages of developing, inviting, publicizing, decorating, tracking and on and on. All those who helped in conducting the event in so many ways are to be congratulated for a job very well done. Thanks are also extended to the members of Power Up Gambia and other supporters in the community who helped to attract the attendees.
October 18, 2009

Circles of Understanding: Pakistan - An informal gathering was held at the home of Edward and Jean Raleigh to discuss Pakistan.  Ms. Hina Haq, author of Sadika's Way, was the invited guest.  She arrived dressed in Pakistani attire, as did Dr. and Mrs. Saleem Kahn. Various decorated textiles are important in their culture.  Ms. Haq also brought other items that were beautifully made in her native land.   Discussion included education, marriage customs, politics, foods, languages, and other Pakistani issues followed by Pakistani foods and chai while lively conversations continued.  This program was limited to 14 guests.

November 10, 2009

TOWN MEETING/U.S. FOREIGN POLICY FORUM  (U.S. State Department)

These meeting are co-sponsored with the World Trade Center Delaware

Ambassador Charles Shapiro, Senior Advisor for Economic Initiatives, Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, U.S. Department of State spoke to several groups in Wilmington on “Challenges for the Obama Administration in the Western Hemisphere.”   His topic raised very high interest from the students of Brandywine and Concord High Schools where the Ambassador spoke to 154 students in six classes.  One student, following the Ambassador’s presentation, wrote the following note to him – “the work you do is of great service to our wonderful country and it will inspire many future ambassadors.”

In addition to these high schools, Ambassador Shapiro spoke at the Widener University School of Law and to an evening gathering.  About 180 persons attended these events.

Our organizations believe that hosting such State Department speakers inspires, as well as educates, our general community on people of different cultures and countries.

November 13, 2009

Families of the World:  China co-sponsored by Chesapeake Bay Girl Scouts, Newark. Over 70 Scouts, parents, siblings and leaders came in the rain and wind!  We in People to People are pleased to partner with the Girl Scouts to help girls understand other cultures. 


What an experience to see the beautiful and talented dancers and then watch the Scouts learn the dance!  We believe that having a "cloisonné" vase on their Thanksgiving tables will remind the girls of this fun night.
February 25, 2010

TOWN MEETING /U.S. FOREIGN POLICY FORUM  (U.S. State Department) 

These meetings are co-sponsored with the World Trade Center Delaware.  
The topic - U.S.- South Africa Relations: Where Are We Now? was presented by  Speaker  Ms. Margaret B. Diop, Senior South Africa Desk Officer, Bureau of African Affairs, U. S. Department of State.  Ms. Diop spoke at three venues including two senior classes at Concord High School (attended by 44 students); a luncheon group at Widener University School of Law (25 attended), and her final talk to the community at Cokesbury Village (50 attended).  Ms. Diop earned high praise on her presentation.
March 18, 2010

On the Scene – Haiti - Delaware’s Participation – In an inspirational but sometimes sobering evening with Delaware citizens who traveled to Jocmel, Haiti to assist in medical efforts to the Haitian people, all who attended were inspired by the words of Rose Valmond, Beth Miller, Jean-Gerald Delinois, Susan Kaye, and Ingrid Agard. All participated in unique ways to the Haitian people after the earthquake in January 2010. We are deeply indebted to them for their volunteer service to humanity. 

About 75 people attended the program at Cokesbury Village in Hockessin. Dr. Saleem Khan, a member of PTP Delaware Chapter Advisory Board, read a poem, “The Big Earthquake Hits Haiti,” which he wrote for the evening's dedicated audience.

April 2010

PTPI - Global Youth Murals on Tour - April 8 marked the opening exhibit of a collection of student works of art from PTPI's Global Mural Youth project that was held at Widener University's School of Law. Additional exhibits with varying numbers of murals were displayed at the Cab Calloway School of the Arts and Cokesbury Village. The initial reception was sponsored by Widener's Student Bar Association and
the Exhibit showed a wide range of murals from students in Russia, Lithuania, Malta and Mexico to name a few. The threads in common were the participation of youths from all over the world and the theme on Peace through Understanding in different ways. 

April 11, 2010

Multicultural Performance and Art Program.  The Third Annual Multicultural Event took place in the auditorium of Cokesbury Village with about 135 attendees enjoying a broad spectrum of the cultures that our Community has with skills, arts and music. Dancing performances included Middle East Belly dancing performed by Almaaza and Amany and Indian Bollywood dancing performed by students of Nisha Punjabi. Ikebana flower arranging was explained and exhibited by the Philadelphia Chapter of Ikebana International. Origami paper folding was demonstrated by Raatul Gupta. And the Klezmer band, Thread of Blue, of Temple Beth El in Newark played a range of ethnic music selections.

Following the performances, attendees and performers had a chance to interact and further explore backgrounds and enjoy some light refreshments.

April 23, 2010
Families of the World: Egypt - This interactive program was held at the Chesapeake Bay Girl Scouts Headquarters in Newark on April 23rd.  Dr. Maged Fawzi, Gail Pennington, Odette and Aref Aref, Georgi Marquisee, and Jean Raleigh assisted with the foods and the language and created a fun event for about 45 Girl Scouts, parents, leaders, and other family members. The PTPI poster from an Egyptian student was displayed and mentioned; the children had their names written in Arabic; masks, necklaces and headbands like ancient Egyptians 

were created and the girls learned dances from Upper Egypt led by Gail Pennington.  Everyone enjoyed the refreshments which Egyptians still eat throughout their country.

May 13, 2010
Program and People Helping People Award - A program and dinner was held at the Delaware National Country Club to benefit the organization, Water is Life – Kenya.  Ms. Joyce Tannian, founder of the organization, Water is Life – Kenya, was also presented with the “People Helping People Award.”  In addition to accepting the Award, Ms. Tannian gave a slide presentation showing the people and the communities that are benefiting from her project’s work to bring fresh and safe water to several small communities and schools through wells, storage, rainwater collection and pipelines. 

As Keynote Speaker for the evening, Mr. Christopher MacCormac, Resident Director General of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). Mr. MacCormac explained the role of the United States in forming and sustaining the organization. An important part of the ADB plan is to assist Asian developing countries to improve sustainable water and waste management projects.  It was interesting to see the common benefits of the WILK and ADB projects in the form of the health and economic well being of target communities.

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE-DELAWARE CHAPTER

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

As of 5/22/2010

ASSETS

 Wachovia Free Checking                                      $6538.40

             Wachovia Premium MM                                      $10959.59    

             Total Bank Accounts/Assets                                 $17497.99

             Liabilities                                                                               0

                                  ---------------------------------------

CASH FLOW: 6/1/2009- 5/22/2010

INFLOW : Books For Overseas Fund                                $86.57

                   25th Anniversary/Gambia Gala                       $10,022.55   

                    Grant-State Of DE & Gifts                             $6800.00

                    Interest Income                                               $27.36

                    Membership Renewal                                     $2625.99

                    Program Income                                              $2493.00

                    TOTAL INFLOW                                           $22055.47

OUTFLOW: Admin./Mailings/Stamps                               $630.82

                    Books For Overseas                                         $533.45

                    Donations                                                         $6700.00

                    Hosting/Dinners                                               $309.69

                    Membership Dues/KC                                     $930.00

                    Liability Insurance                                           $802.00

                    Printing                                                             $482.47

                    Program Expenses                                           $11242.18

                    Student Ambassador:

                            Scholarship & Other Expenses                $2388.27     

                  TOTAL OUTFLOW                                          $24018.88

 NET FLOW





         -$1963.41
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