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Co-Presidents’ Message/ Annual Report June 1, 2008 
 
During the 2007/2008 year, the Delaware Chapter sponsored programs, events and 
hosting activities focused on countries that included Argentina, Jordon, Syria, 
Morocco, Egypt, Romania, China, India, Israel, India, France, Mexico, Kenya, The 
Netherlands and others.  Our programs and events ranged from discussion groups for 
just a few people to audiences of over 500 people.  Our diverse audiences included 
those of various ages and backgrounds. 
 
Families of the World events for families with children 5-12 years old include videos 
on a selected country, foods, entertainment, crafts and more!  We now partner with 
the Girl Scouts, Boys and Girls Clubs and the Diversity Club of the Delaware 
Technical College to run these FOW programs. During the year, presentations by US 
State Department speakers in local high schools and at Widener Law School continue 
to be popular. We partnered with Winterthur, the University of Delaware, the 
Unitarian Church, Archmere Academy, and other local groups.  Three musical events 
helped raise awareness of our Chapter locally.  Over 1200 people attended our events 
during this exciting year! 
 
Delaware has the highest participation rate in the nation for the Student Ambassador 
travel program. During 2007-2008 we gave students a Send Off event as well as a 
Welcome Home picnic.  Chapter scholarships were granted to two outstanding local 
students to help them participate in this year’s program. One scholarship was matched 
by a grant from PTPI. 
 
As you can see from the Committee reports, all facets of the Chapter’s activities were 
active, thanks to the Chairs and committee supporters who made considerable efforts 
to grow our Chapter’s attendance and participation in programs, hostings and events.  
Our Action Plan continues to help us focus on ways to measure our progress to grow 
attendance and in turn, membership. Our new Bylaws provide direction and flexibility 
in pursuit of our mission of Peace through Understanding. 
 
Support from the community is evidenced by the diverse people who chose to come to 
our exciting programs, hosting and events. The generous support from our Pacesetters 
and careful planning allowed our finances to remain stable. PTPDE continues to 
receive assistance from the State of Delaware Grant-In-Aid program, which enables 
us to offer most programs and events free of charge. 
 
Continued progress was made in the way in which the chapter conducts its affairs and 
communications. This year our Board of Directors initiated informal Action 
Workshops that alternated with formal board meetings. The PTPDE Website and 
Newsletter, coupled with attractive e-mail alerts, bring news and information to our 
members and the community at large. PTPDE was featured in a two-page article in 
the local News-Journal and members were interviewed on radio and TV.  
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, we invite you to participate in another great year 
for People to People Delaware! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Raleigh and Georgi Marquisee 
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DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
CHAIR:  Victor Udo 

 
The People to People Delaware Chapter’s Development Committee Chair has done a terrific job 
to help our Chapter to focus on our Strategic Plan to move forward in a positive way.  Each 
committee is empowered to use the goals in the plan to create their ideas for the future and to 
analyze past results.  During the summer the Development Committee will further streamline the 
goals and create ways to measure progress.  Our mission statement and our Strategic Plan are 
posted on the website. 
 

 

HOSTING COMMITTEE  
CHAIR:  Lorraine Przywara 

 
The People to People Delaware Chapter’s new Hosting Committee will be trying to develop 
more hosting opportunities in 2008-2009 because for several years our Chapter has had no 
hosting opportunities. In September our Chapter will host members from the Denmark Chapter.  
We also hope to find hosts for a student from Fulda, Germany if she is able to get a visa to come 
to the USA.  Her visit is in partnership with the Wilmington DE/Sister Cities program.  We hope 
that PTPI will offer us more opportunities to host people from other countries. 
 
The chair of this committee has implemented our goals for the 2007-2008 to develop hosting 
opportunities and to partner with others (Sister Cities and the Danish Chapter).  When hosting 
opportunities present themselves, the chair will put those on the Master Calendar and on our 
PTPDE website. If the visitors need to meet governmental officials, the chair will assist in 
making those arrangements.  Also hosting events will be publicized in the local media.   
We also have two coordinators for Home Stays to help with planning and implementation:  ED 
RALEIGH,   ODETTE AREF 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
CHAIR:  Bahareh van Boekhold 

 
The People to People Delaware Chapter’s Membership Committee will be maintaining an 
accurate and up-to-date membership list. The chair will also be sending our electronic email 
alerts to our database addresses.  In addition, we have a volunteer working on a Partnership List 
so that we can increase memberships and attendance at programs and events by combining our 
efforts with others with a similar mission. 
The chair of this committee has begun to implement our strategic goals.  We developed a new, 
exciting membership standardized brochure and printed it for distribution. The Chair of the 
committee sent letters to past members and others to rejoin our organization. Others were 
personally called or emailed to rejoin. We hope to increase our membership during the 2008-
2009 year.  The committee hopes to be approved by the Judges of Delaware to welcome new 
citizens at the Naturalization Ceremonies, thus letting diverse peoples know about our action 
Chapter.   
During the 2007-2008 years the Delaware Chapter has 87 members and 28 PaceSetters. 
Next year we hope to report growth in our Chapter. 



PROGRAM COMMITTEE  
  CHAIR: Anna M. White 

 
October 14 
Romanian Concert:  Three Romanian musical prodigies delighted the audience with their talent 
at the First Unitarian Church in Wilmington.  Ms. Sinzian Denise Mircea played Schubert’s 
Moments Musicaux (No.1,3,4,5) F Minor Op. 94 and Mozart’s Somnata K. V. 331 A Major for 
piano. Although just 14 years old she has won international competitions in Italy and Spain. 
 
Raluca Stratulat joined with Adriana Toacsen on the piano to present Mozart’s Sonata for piano 
and violin in A Major, KV 526  and Brahms Sonata in A Major, No. 2, Op. 100.  Both musicians 
are frequent guest artists with the Romanian Philharmonic.  Recently this duo won the Hungarian 
Music Festival Competition.  
 
This concert was the first one in their tour of the United States.  About 45 people enthusiastically 
enjoyed the concert. 
 
October 23 
Steven Eidelman shared his views on human rights issues for persons with disabilities in the 
global arena.  Mr. Eidelman works with the United Nations to develop recommendations for 
standards and mechanisms to provide protection to those who are disabled throughout the world.  
Although the program was very interesting, attendance was low. 
 
November 16 
Families of the World: China – Boys and Girls Club - We had a wonderful time learning 
about China.  First, we introduced the country to the children and talked about the Chinese New 
Year. We showed them an example of what a Chinese lantern looked like and then they did it on 
their own.  The children loved this project. While we watched the movie, they tried fried noodles 
which they loved! When the movie was over, we discussed what they learned.  All of the 
children were very enthusiastic and ready to learn about the next country. I look forward to 
teaching and learning myself about Japan. Thank you for introducing this program to us. About 
40 kids participated.    Submitted by Alison Dwyer, Boys and Girls Club. 
 
November 17 
Families of the World: India  Our Chapter partnered with the Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake 
Bay Council and the Bengali Association of the Delaware Valley to produce an exciting 
program of dances, foods, crafts, yoga, and Arden Media’s DVD for about 70 people. 
 
December  6 
Annual Holiday Luncheon - The Board held its Annual Holiday Luncheon on December 6 at 
the Junior Achievement Building in Wilmington.  When everyone arrived, Junior Achievement 
(JA) representatives conducted a tour of the facility and showed a brief film about JA.  Everyone 
was impressed with the facility and mission of JA including the numbers of volunteers who are 
involved.  Following the tour and presentation, 18 people enjoyed luncheon including Board 
members, guests and two staff members from Junior Achievement.  During lunch, the JA staff 
also had an opportunity to learn about PTP and its mission and activities. 
 
 



2008 
 
January 14 
Families of the World:  France - A video about France was shown to 20 children at the Boys 
and Girls Club.  They were then given model clay and asked to make the Eiffel Tower...it was 
really cute and fun! After the activity was finished, we had French bread and butter...and it was 
yummy! Unfortunately, I did not get any pictures, but I promise the next FOW, there will be lots 
of pictures. Next time, we will teach them about Egypt.  I will keep you posted.   Submitted by 
Alison Dwyer, Boys and Girls Club. 
 
February 7 
Enhancing Global Understanding: Culture Matters – This program was co-sponsored with 
the World Trade Center Delaware.    Carol Cunningham, President of Cunningham Consulting, 
presented an interactive program to learn about different cultures. She discussed values, 
expectations, work ethics, and communication styles of people from varying cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds . When diverse people of different cultures work together, the differences 
can lead to misunderstandings – some humorous, some dismal, often reducing understanding. 
About 35 people attended this event which was held at the Ed Oliver House. 
 
February 15 
Chai Found Music Workshop Taiwan - Program/Hosting - Six talented musicians from 
Taiwan treated about 500 people to an evening of music played on instruments created in ancient 
times.  Several PTPDE members hosted the musicians and our organization also contributed 
funding for publicity.  This program was co-sponsored by Archmere Academy and Hanlin 
Chinese Culture Association. 
 
March 6 
Families of the World:  Egypt – Another FOW activity was held on March 6th at the Boys and 
Girls Club.  A video about Egypt was shown and the children participated in an activity -- 
coloring animals that live in Egypt and making them into puppets. Then they had a contest with a 
word search of Egypt to see who could get all of the words the fastest. Afterwards we served 
them strawberries with whipped cream, one of the desserts they have in Egypt. It was a lot of fun 
and the children really seemed to enjoy it. We had about 55 kids participating.   Submitted by 
Alison Dwyer, Boys and Girls Club. 
 
April 5  
Families of the World: Mexico - PTPDE joined with the Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay 
Council to learn about Mexico.  Over 55 girls, leaders, and dancers had great fun listening to 
Mexican music while learning some dances wearing sombreros with their own handmade hat 
bands.  Afterwards,  hot chocolate and churros were served. 
 
April 6  
Multi-Cultural  Music and Dance Performance - This program attended by over 200 people of 
all ages featured three cultural groups— Pilipino-American Association of Delaware now in its 
38th year of existence.  The Association started as a social organization with a few families and 
grew to a mainstream non-profit, federal tax-exempt organization; The Jasmine Dance Troupe 
of Media/Swarthmore, PA, formerly established in February 2006 by a group of passionate and 
frequent performers, which has increased immensely under the professional instruction of 



Professor Lanwei Ji, former director of the Dance Research Department of the Central 
Nationality University in Beijing; and The Delaware Kenya Association (DEKA) a growing 
non-profit organization for Kenyan immigrants and friends of Kenya.  The music was provided 
by the members of the Angaza Sharon SDA Choir from East Africa, primarily Kenya, gifted in 
ministry outreach through their beautiful songs sung in Swahili and English that praise God.   
PTPDE partnered with Cokesbury Village to present this free program.  Delicious refreshments 
were served by the Cokesbury staff. 
 
April 13  
Circles of Understanding: Israel - SyouSyou and Ed Tucker hosted a discussion group, Circles 
of Understanding, part of a series that People to People International Delaware Chapter has 
been conducting to allow participants to get a deeper understanding of the culture, politics and 
history of a focus country. This session was on Israel, and the discussion was led by Ms. Anat 
Shteinberg, the sheliach (emissary) from Israel working with the Jewish Federation of Delaware. 
A dozen Chapter members joined the group. The questions raised were often provocative, 
touching areas such as concern for equitable distribution of water rights, population growth 
including both immigration and emigration, US aid to Israel, a  two-state solution and respect for 
residency of both Jews and non-Jews, and media bias and misleading story lines. Anat was able 
to provide background on the many issues and helped the group discuss the different aspects of 
each. In addition to the discussion, the participants enjoyed a delicious meal.  These programs 
are very much in keeping with the objectives of People of People International whose motto is 
Peace through Understanding. 
 
May 8 
U.S. Foreign Policy in Central and South Asia: Focus on Afghanistan-Pakistan Border 
Issues - Mr. Neil S. Kromash, the Afghanistan-Pakistan Border Coordinator for the U.S. State 
Department, presented his views on this critical area to fifteen Widener University law students 
in the afternoon and to about 30 members of PTPDE and our partnering organization, the World 
Trade Center Delaware. 
 
May 15 
U.S. Foreign Policy Objectives In The Western Hemisphere - Hon. Charles S. Shapiro, Senior 
Coordinator, Western Hemisphere FTA Task Force, Bureau of Western Hemisphere, U. S 
Department of State presented his views on this region to 30 students from Concord High 
School, to 15 students and faculty members of Widener Law School and finally to 25 who 
attended a night meeting at the Ed Oliver House. 
 
May 25 
Circles of Understanding – The Netherlands -  This program was held at the Clubhouse of 
Harrogate Estates, a 55+ community located just over the PA/DE line.  It was the first time that 
our Chapter sponsored a program at this location.  Several residents of Harrogate attended the 
program and later requested that more events be held there.  Joost van Boekhold led the 
discussion about his home country of The Netherlands and provided answers to various 
questions from the participants.  Over 20 people attended this program which was followed by 
light refreshments. 
 
 
  



The Program Committee has begun to implement PTPDE’s Strategic Objectives including 
selection of various event sites to maximize diversity of participants; contacting 
colleges/universities to co-sponsor programs; sponsoring interactive and small/large group 
programs; creating an annual events calendar to be posted on the website; partnering with 
organizations who share our mission and maintaining reciprocal relationship with these partners.  
Partnerships included:  Archmere Academy, Boys and Girls Clubs, Cokesbury Village, Girl 
Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay Council, Delaware Technical & Community College Diversity 
Club, Hanlin Chinese Culture Association, Widener University and World Trade Center 
Delaware. 

 
PTPDE programs varied in size of audience from 12 - 500+.  The locations for programs 
included members’ homes, Archmere Academy, The Ed Oliver House, Delaware Technical & 
Community College in Stanton, First Unitarian Church in Wilmington, Widener University, Girl 
Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay Regional Center in Newark and Boys and Girls Clubs. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not express my most sincere appreciation to the Program Committee 
for their tireless efforts in attending meetings, planning, and follow-up to make the programs a 
reality -- Rebecca Faber,  Carl Hutter, Hugh Kelly, Patrick Kelly, Lorraine Przywara, Carla 
Stone and Edward Tucker.  We also appreciate and acknowledge the efforts of all PTP 
Committees and Chapter members who contributed their time and talents to the promotion and 
success of our Chapter and its programs. 
 
Last but not least, our sincere thanks to our co-presidents, Jean Raleigh and Georgi  Marquisee 
who have supported and assisted us throughout the year.   
Anna M. White, Program Chair 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



PUBLICITY COMMITTEE  
CHAIR:  Bill Lindsey 

 
The People to People Delaware Chapter’s Publicity Committee is very important to the operation 
of our Chapter. During the 2007-2008 year we had many programs, events and hosting 
opportunities. Most of those needed some publicity.  In our community it is really difficult to get 
news articles into the newspapers.  We did have one terrific article about our Multi-cultural event 
in the local paper with great photos.  We also had TV and radio interviews.  It is much easier for 
our Chapter to reach more people by partnering than by news items as we can never be sure that 
our information will be printed.  However, we are trying to develop a better PR list of contacts 
with current phone numbers and email addresses.  The possible inclusion of the Dover Air Force 
Base Public Relations department in Dover, Delaware has been discussed and has been found to 
be a promising resource for attendance at our programs.  Chapter Founder and member Kathleen 
Meyer contributed many ideas and much time to help the Chapter’s public relations efforts this 
year. 
 
We also have developed a media list including names of reporters and responsible persons to be 
used for our press releases. With each press release, a link to information regarding the 
credentials and other information of our speakers is attached as an enhancement for possible 
articles. We hope to send all PR lists to the Board members this coming year so that all Board 
members will have a copy on file for future use.  
 
The Committee tries to use high-tech methods to advance that visibility of PTPDE.  For 
example, the chair can now post electronically on the www.delawareonline site. Videos of some 
of our programs have been published to the Internet and accessed by interested persons.  For 
instance, the Romanian music concert can be viewed on our website which  
was recorded by our PR Chair. 
 
Plans for this coming year will include Video Releases on the Internet of our programs and 
Public Relation Action workshops for our members. The Committee is hoping to continue the 
good communication among the Program, Hosting and Website Chairs when publicity is needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIVERSITY HOSTING COMMITTEE  
CHAIR: Betty Vicente 

 
June 17, 2007 

People to People International, Delaware Chapter welcomed over twenty Fulbright Scholars 
from Argentina who are currently at the Center for International Studies at the University of 
Delaware.  Sean Michael Cox, the Associate Director for Special Projects, thanked PTPDE for 
hosting this event on the 17th of June at Winterthur Museum & Country Estate.  The group took 
a tram ride through the garden area, enjoyed a special tour of the Museum, and then feasted on 
foods served in Winterthur's restaurant. The group members were very well educated and 
committed to making Argentina a great country!                                                            
 
July 11, 2007  

On July 11th PTPDE and the University of Delaware's Training Program for Teaching English 
as a Foreign Language held a joint program and dinner for teachers from Jordan and Syria at the 
Delcastle’s restaurant. We all had a wonderful time sharing information about the two countries 
and making new friends.  This program for the teachers of English is funded by a grant from the 
Department of State administered by the English Language Institute at the University of 
Delaware under the leadership of the Program Manager, Baerbel Schumacher.  About thirty 
people participated in this special evening.  
                  
August 1ST 

Over twenty teachers of English from Morocco and Egypt enjoyed a festive evening with lively 
music, great conversations and lots of photographs.  Members of People to People International, 
Delaware Chapter and our new friends who are studying at the University of Delaware will have 
wonderful memories of a fun evening together advancing the cause of international on a person-
to-person basis. 
                                                                                                                   
 
 
The University Hosting Committee’s goals for the 2007-2008 year are to continue to contact 
colleges/universities to host and co-sponsor events, to always put the hosting opportunities on the 
Master Calendar and PTPDE website, to explore the best venues for the hosting events, to 
increase participation, and to publicize all hosting events is the local press. 
 
Beginning on July 4, 2008, PTPDE members will have a chance to celebrate the holiday with 17 
teachers of English from Egypt.  Later, more teachers from Jordan, Morocco, Korean and Hong 
Kong will be hosted at dinners.  These hosting opportunities further our mission to build 
understanding among people around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT AMBASSADOR PROGRAM  
CHAIR: Carl Hutter 

 
The People to People Student Ambassador Program carefully selects students to travel to 
selected countries around the world so they can expand the way they see the world, to develop as 
leaders, to develop true friendships, and to play a role in international understanding.  We, the 
Delaware Chapter, have been recognized as the most active People to People Chapter in the 
United States with our participation in this activity.  Each student must pay his/her own costs to 
travel but arrangements for travel are made by the organization People to People Student 
Ambassador Programs located in Spokane, Washington.  Students from grade school through 
high school are eligible for travel to differing countries. 
 
During the summer of 2007, 134 Delaware students traveled abroad in this program.  In 2008, 
155 students are registered to travel to China, the Mediterranean region of Europe, Australia and 
New Zealand, and Great Britain.  Each trip is about 20 days with carefully selected 
teacher/leaders accompanying the students in a ratio of about 1 to 10. 
 
For the past several years the Delaware Chapter has partially paid for the travel costs for a single 
high school student who applies and has a GPA of 3.5 or better, an interest in international 
affairs, and is willing to write a short article of his/her experiences, has financial need, and has 
had no previous study abroad.  This scholarship award by our Chapter amounts to $4,000, half of 
which comes from our Chapter treasury and the remainder from the national organization of 
People to People International.  In 2007, Miss Jennifer Osias, a 10th grade student from Howard 
High School in Middletown received this award. This year, 2008, the scholarship has been 
awarded to Michael Golt, Jr., an 11th grade student from Dover High School.  For the first time, 
our Chapter has awarded a second partial scholarship of $1,000 to Miss Caroyln Hart, a 10th 
grade student from A. I. Du Pont High School. 
 
It is our desire that all students who travel under this program will receive an unforgettable 
experience that will positively affect them for the rest of their lives. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



WEBSITE COMMITTEE  
CHAIR:  Joost van Boekhold 

 
The People to People Delaware Chapter’s Website Chair is always busy posting future programs, 
events and hosting activities.  Flyers are available on our website and can be downloaded or 
forwarded to increase publicity. Various members send in photos to the Chair, and occasionally 
video clips as well, which are posted with a report of the program, event or hosting activity so 
that our Chapter has an updated portfolio that members and others can view at their leisure. 
 
The chair of this committee has begun to implement our strategic goals.  We hope to develop a 
standard template for each of our programs, events and hosting activities. Also, hyperlinks to 
partnering organizations will help our Chapter’s exposure. The website has become an important 
asset in reaching out to our membership and the community at large. 
 
During the 2007-2008 years the Delaware Chapter’s website had a monthly average of 2,500 to 
3,000 page requests. Next year we plan to measure how many more requests have been made for 
our website.  We are lucky to have a Chair who knows how to use high-tech methods to advance 
our Mission. 
 
 

 
 
 

BOOKS FOR OVERSEAS YOUTH 
 
This project is new for our chapter.  We discovered that the Teachers of English who were 
brought to the University of Delaware by the State Department did not have enough English 
books to teach. 
 
We also discovered that used books from our local schools ended up every year in our landfills.  
The Chapter decided to begin to collect, sort, and send boxes of books overseas.  Our first box 
just arrived in Morocco. 
 
 


